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In welcoming everyone to the PICS Society’s Annual Symposium five 
years ago, Symposium Founder, Dr. Ziyad M. Hijazi, announced that 
PICS was transforming into something even more ambitious, “The 
Pediatric and Congenital Interventional Cardiovascular Society (The 
PICS Society).” He and other senior leaders envisioned The PICS 
Society as the first global home for doctors, nurses and technologists 
dedicated to interventional treatment of congenital heart disease. While 
the symposium would continue as the Society’s flagship event, they set 
the bar for your new Society to do more—MUCH more.
 
Five years later, that vision has become reality. As we approach 1,000 
members—and welcome scores of nurses/technologists/other allied 
colleagues into the Society—let’s take a look at what YOU have done 
and where we are going. Here’s a baker’s dozen of highlights past, 
present and future.
 
The PICS Symposium: The annual PICS Symposium is the Society’s 
premiere activity, the leading global event for our profession. Live 
cases, lectures, hands-on workshops, focused sessions, abstracts and 
an educational exhibit hall provide news you can use. Thank you Drs. 
Ziyad Hijazi, Damien Kenny, the Program Committee, 3Di3 Chairs Drs. 
Aimee Armstrong & Gregor Krings, Fellows & Early Career Course Co-
Chairs Drs. Gareth Morgan and Shabana Shahanavaz, and the world 
class faculty and staff lead by Kimberly Ray, RN. Thank you also to Dr. 
Darren Berman, spearheading our new Development Committee to 
build resources that are the foundation of PICS educational programs.
 
Rapidly Expanding Membership: PICS has become the “must join” 
international membership society for your profession, serving as your 
collective voice where that voice needs to be heard. Next goal: increase 
public awareness of the amazing work you do and your dedication to 
patients and their families. (Thank you to Membership Committee 
Chair Dr. Lee Benson, Committee Members Allison Cabalka, Jae Young 
Choi, Sir Dr. Shakeel Qureshi, Sharon Cheatham, Bharat Dalvi and staff 
members Michaeleen Wallig and Dana Kichka).
 
Professional Society Partners Globally: The growth of national 
societies dedicated to interventional treatment of CHD continues to be 
a core goal of PICS. Whether this involves partnerships on professional 
education, clinical guidelines, regulatory matters, membership growth 
or other issues, these issues impact us all. PICS is proud of partnerships 
with dozens of national societies all collaborating in the spirit of highest 
mutual respect and dedication to the best possible care for our patients.

Clinical Guidelines: Few if any activities are more important than clinical 
guidelines—prepared by those best experienced with the science and 
dedicated solely to what is best for patients. PICS Quality Committee 
Chair Dr. Ralf Holzer led a PICS-coordinated effort to produce the first 
clinical consensus statement on cardiac cath for pediatric patients and 
adults with CHD, now serving as the definitive framework for quality in 
your profession. Guidelines for indications for interventional treatment 
of CHD is nearing completion (also led by Dr. Holzer). Guidelines 
Committee Chair Dr. Athar Qureshi, Co-Chairs Drs. Tom Fagan and 
Chris Petit, and committee members Drs. Catherine Tomasulo and Varun 
Aggarwal are spearheading additional guidelines initiatives.

ACHD Interventional Treatment: Under Chair Dr. Jamil Aboulhosn, 
the ACHD Committee has an ambitious agenda of advocacy, education 

and guidelines. Now underway: a training directors global survey led by 
Dr. Gabriele Egidy Assenza to define future educational programs and 
training frameworks in ACHD interventional care.  
 
PICS-IPC Istanbul, April 15th-18th, 2026: In 2023 and 2024 PICS 
partnered with the renowned IPC meeting (Dr. Mario Carminati) and the 
Turkish Society/Association of Pediatric Cardiology & Cardiac Surgery 
(Dr. Ahmet Çelebi and equally distinguished leaders in Turkey) to bring 
key elements of the PICS Symposium and IPC to audiences in Asia, 
Europe and the Middle East. The highly successful PICS-IPC Istanbul 
meeting will again be offered next April—mark your calendars!  

Professional Education: Education Chair Dr. Guru Hiremath Mallikarjun 
and his committee have charted an ambitious plan for professional 
education, building on the incredible leadership of Founding Education 
Chair Dr. Dan Levi. Much has been accomplished: expanded online 
video resources, timely webinars, a deep library of online talks, our 
growing library of “Tips & Tricks” and much more.

The PICS / CCISC DocMatter Community: Now one of PICS’ most 
valued membership benefits, your online DocMatter Community has 
become the leading global marketplace of ideas to discuss challenging 
cases, research, emerging devices and other issues of the day. The 
Community is free to PICS members thanks to visionary unrestricted 
support from B. Braun Interventional Systems, Inc. and NuMED for 
Children. Thanks also goes to CCISC Founder Dr. Tom Forbes and to 
the superb DocMatter team.

Engagement with Policymakers: One of the most serious challenges 
to your profession are policies hampering innovation and introduction 
of safe, effective devices. In the U.S. and Japan progress has been 
made, while in Europe the Medical Device Regulations (MDR) are of 
deep concern. In all instances, much work lies ahead to ensure that 
your collective voice is heard. PICS Advocacy Chair Dr. Frank Ing has 
succeeded Founding Chair Dr. Evan Zahn, with Co-Chair Dr. Sarosh 
(Shawn) Batlivala continuing his service. Thank you Dr. Zahn—big shoes 
to fill!

Nurses and Allied Health Professionals (NAHP) Committee: Chair 
Emily Kish and Co-Chairs Curtis Terry Alford, Ileen Cronin and Veronica 
Zitterman have expanded the membership and activities of this vital 
committee, which by press time will include well over 100 members. 
In 2025, several have become key members of other PICS committees. 
Numerous educational activities are planned for Symposium 2025 and 
beyond. Join us! Email: membership@CHDinterventions.org.
 
Early Career Committee: One of PICS’ most active groups (thank you 
Founding Chair Dr. Aimee Armstrong & Co-Chair Dr. Gianfranco Butera), 
this committee completed the first global survey of training directors 
(thank you Dr. Varun Aggarwal). This led to the launch of the new PICS 
Early Career Development Academy, a two-year program well underway 

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

PICS Society PICS Society



7CongenitalCardiologyToday.com6 PICS Symposium 2025

providing mentoring via didactics, hands-on training and team research 
projects involving 25 early career physicians. Now under the capable 
leadership of Chair Dr. Tacy Downing, the committee is continuing to 
focus on early career engagement and leadership development. (Thank 
you to PICS Academy founding supporters Medtronic, Edwards, Gore, 
Abbott Vascular, the Gloria Baylis Foundation and the Shah Family 
Foundation).
 
Distinguished Publishing Partners: Thank you, Mrs. Kate Baldwin (CCT 
Editor-in-Chief), for CCT serving as PICS’ Official News & Information 
Partner. Thank you Dr. Karim Diab, Publisher of Pediatric Cardiology 
Journal (now the official journal of the PICS Society). Both publications 
are FREE to all PICS members.

Social Media and Patient Advocacy: PICS is active on LinkedIn, 
Instagram and X (aka twitter) thanks to Communications Chair Dr. 
Kamel Shibbani, Co-Chair Dr. Elisabeth Leong, Senior Patient Advocate, 
Ms. Natalie Poli. Deepest gratitude also to Dr. Wail Alkashkari for his 
dedicated social media leadership. Watch for the launch of the new 
PICS website at PICS Symposium 2025. Follow us!

Behind the Scenes: Dr. Bill Hellenbrand chairs the PICS Budget 
Committee. He, along with Drs. Hijazi and Marc Gewillig, serve on the 
Nominating & Bylaws Committee, all necessary functions to ensure 
the well-being of PICS now and in future years to come. PICS Board 
Member Dr. Vivian Dimas is also spearheading a new Working Group to 
finalize the new PICS long-range strategic plan. Vital efforts! 
 
Industry Partners: PICS expresses continued appreciation to our valued 
industry partners, who share our vision of innovating to provide the 
safest, most effective care to the patients we are honored to serve. 
 
Conclusion: We’ve just scratched the surface about what PICS is doing, 
and we have just begun. If you are a member and want to get involved, 
email nlinsky@CHDinterventions.org. If you are not, join us. See you 
in Chicago!
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Please refer to the PICS website and the PICS Registration 
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FLOOR PLAN IS SUBJECT TO FIRE MARSHAL APPROVAL

Every effort has been made to insure the accuracy of all
information contained on this floor plan. However, no warranties,
either expressed or implied, are made with respect to this floor
plan. If the location of building columns, utilities, or other
architectural components of the facility is a consideration in the
construction or usage of an exhibit. It is the sole responsibility of
the exhibitor to physically inspect the facility to verify all dimensions
and locations.
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3:00-6:00pm	 Registration Open		
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00am-6:00pm	 Registration Open
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00-8:30am	 Breakfast Available
		  Grand Horizon Foyer – Level 4

7:00am-6:00pm	 Poster Abstracts
		  Grand Horizon Foyer – Level 4

7:45-8:00am 	 Welcome – General Session
		  Ziyad M. Hijazi 
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4

8:00-10:00am 	 1st Live Case Session – General Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Leve 4
		  Moderators: Damien Kenny & Ziyad M. Hijazi
		  Panelists: Varun Aggarwal, Martin Bocks, 
		  Jonathan McGuinness, Maiy El-Sayed, 
		  Ali El-Halabi, Bahram Kadyrov
		  -  Dante Pazzanese Instituto de Cardiologia  
		  Sao Paolo, Brazil		
		  -  IRCCS Ospedale Pediatrico Bmbin Gesu
		  Rome, Italy
		  -  Hospital Privado Universitario de Córdoba		
		  Córdoba, Argentina

12:30-1:30pm	 Lunch Available
		  Grand Horizon Foyer – Level 4

1:00-2:00pm	 Industry Symposium – ABBOTT
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Grab your lunch and join the symposium!
		  Heart of the Matter: ASD In Review
 		  This symposium will be conducted in a live 		
		  podcast-style format, designed to foster 
		  candid, insightful discussion. Topics include:
		  -  Overview of the Amplatzer™ Septal 		
		  Occluder (ASO)
		  -  Safety and performance data, including 		
		  comparisons with other devices

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Daily Program

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Sunday, August 24th

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Monday, August 25th
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		  -  Key clinical considerations: erosion, 		
		  thrombus, arrhythmias, embolization
		  -  Real-world cases

2:30-4:00pm	 Transcatheter Flow Reduction or 			
		  Redirection – General Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		  Moderators: Alan Nugent & Vivian Dimas 
     2:30-2:42	 Flow Reduction in the Fenestrated Fontan
		  Gareth Morgan 
     2:43-2:55	 Techniques for Reducing High Flow 		
		  Surgical Shunts – Marc Gewillig 
     2:56-3:08	 Flow Regulation at the Atrial Level – Is the
		  AFR the solution? – Sachin Khambadkone
     3:09-3:21	 The MVP as a Pulmonary Flow Reducer – 
		  Lessons Learned So Far… – Nicola Maschietto
     3:22-3:34	 CFD Guided Flow Redirection With 		
		  Intrapulmonary AVM’s in SV Patients: 	
		  Simple and Precise Solutions – Petru Liuba 
     3:35-3:47	 Ballooning the Surgical PA Band – Is this 		
	 	 the Definition of Insanity? – Dave Balzer 
     3:50-4:00	 Discussion
			 
2:30-4:00pm	 The Art of Making it Look Easy
		  Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom  A/B – Level 4	
		  Moderators: Matt Gillespie & Dan Levi 
     2:30-2:42 	 PA Stenting and Rehabilitation in Small 
		  Patients (<10 kg) – Frank Ing
     2:43-2:55 	 PDA Occlusion in ELBW Infants (<1000 gm) 	
		  Alain Fraisse 
     2:56-3:08 	 Transcatheter Pulmonary Valve Implant 		
		  (<20 kg) – Darren Berman 
     3:09-3:21 	 Pulmonary Vein Stenting – Ryan Callahan
     3:22-3:34 	 PDA Stenting – Howaida El-Said
     3:35-3:47 	 3DRA to Guide Intervention in Infants 
		  Below 5Kgs – Gregor Krings  
     3:50-4:00 	 Discussion
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Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Daily Program
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Daily Program
2:30-4:00pm	 PICES Session – “Talent Wins Games, but 	
		  Teamwork Wins Championships”
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom  C – Level 4
		  Moderator: Varun Aggarwal
		  Panelists: Amr Matoq, Eimear McGovern, 	
		  Rachel Taylor, Subhrajit “SJ” Lahiri 
     2:30-2:35	 PICES Business Update			 
		  Varun Aggarwal (5 mins)
     2:36-2:51	 Case 1: Ductal Stent Adventure
		  Teresa Evans (15 mins)
     2:52-3:07	 Case 2: Beating the Odds: Multidisciplinary 
		  Approaches to Neonatal d-TGA with CoA 	
		  on ECMO – Ernesto Mejia (15 mins)
     3:08-3:23	 Case 3: Crossroads of Innovation: Hybrid 
		  Surgical Interventional Management of 	
		  Challenging Pulmonary Vein Stenosis
		  Sammy Gilg (15 mins)
     3:25-3:45	 Invited Speaker: Collaboration in 	
		  Academic Productivity and Innovation/	
		  Industry – Gareth Morgan (20 mins) 
     3:45-4:00	 PICES Congenital Interventional Mentor 	
		  of the Year Award – Varun Aggarwal (5 mins)

4:00-4:30pm	 Coffee Available
		  Grand Horizon Foyer – Level 4

4:15-6:00pm	 Oral Abstract Presentations
		  Room 1 Moderators: Terry King & Bharat Dalvi	
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		
		  Room 2 Moderators: Sharon Cheatham & 
		  John Cheatham 
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom – A/B – Level 4
		
		  Room 3 Moderators: Lee Benson & 
		  Allison Cabalka 
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom – C – Level 4

6:00-7:30pm	 Welcome Reception – Exhibit Hall Opens
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

7:00am-6:00pm	 Registration Open
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00-8:30am	 Breakfast Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Tuesday, August 26th
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7:00am-6:00pm	 Poster Abstracts
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom Foyer – Level 4

7:00-7:30am	 Moderated Poster Abstract Presentations 
		  Exhibit Hall – Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2
		  Moderators  
		  Group 1: Alex Javois & Sebastian Goreczny
		  Group 2: Howaida El-Said & Damien Kenny 
		  Group 3: Larry Latson & Maiy El-Sayed

7:00am-6:00pm	 Registration Open
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00-8:30am	 Breakfast Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

7:00am-6:00pm	 Poster Abstracts
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom Foyer – Level 4

7:45-8:00am	 Update on Live Cases 2024 – General Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		  Gurumurthy Hiremath

8:00-10:00am 	 1st Live Case Session
		  Moderators: Mario Carminati & Thomas Jones  
		  Panelists: Jae Young Choi, Matt Crystal, Jeff 		
		  Delaney, Tom Fagan, Jonathan McGuinness 
		  -  Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Emory 		
		  Heathcare – Atlanta, Georgia, USA
		  -  Lurie Children’s Hospital
		  Chicago, Illinois, USA
		  -  Nicklaus Children’s Hospital
		  Miami, Florida, USA

10:00-10:30am	 Coffee Available
		  Exhibit Hall – Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

10:30am-12:30pm	 2nd Live Case Session 
		  Moderators: Ziyad Hijazi & 
		  Shabana Shahanavez  
		  Panelists: Michel Ilbawi, Tacy Downing, 	
		  Makram Ebeid, Jeremy Asnes, Brian Boe, 		
		  Masood Sadiq
		  -  Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Emory 		
		  Heathcare – Atlanta, Georgia, USA
		  -  Lurie Children’s Hospital
		  Chicago, Illinois, USA 
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Daily Program
		  -  Nicklaus Children’s Hospital
		  Miami, Florida, USA
			 
12:30-1:30pm	 Lunch Available
		  Exhibit Hall – Great Lakes Ballroom Level 2

1:00-2:00pm	 Industry Symposium – Edwards Lifesciences
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Grab your lunch and join the symposium!
		  Rethink the Routine: Unlocking the Full 
		  Potential of the Edwards Pulmonic Portfolio
     1:00-1:20  	 First Valve Matters – A look into the 
		  Multidisciplinary team and the Lifetime 	
		  Management of the RVOT
		  Andrew Leventhal
     1:20-1:40  	 The Clinical Foundation: SAPIEN 3 
		  Transcatheter Heart Valve
		  Stephen Nageotte
     1:40-1:50 	 Expanding Access with Alterra Adaptive 		
		  Prestent: Optimizing Patient Solutions
		  Jeremy Ringewald
     1:55-2:00  	 Closing Remarks & Key Takeaways
		  All Faculty	

2:05-2:30pm 	 Fireside Chat with Dr. Terry King
		  Moderator: Robert Pass 

2:30-6:00pm	 ACHD Session – Main Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		  Moderators: Jamil Aboulhosn, Joel Hardin, 		
		  Teiji Akagi
     2:30-2:42	 Options for the Unoperated SV Patient 		
		  with Evolving Cyanosis – Henri Justino
     2:43-2:55	 Running Out of Access – Alternative 		
		  Options for Occluded Femoral Access
		  Colum Owens
     2:56-3:08	 Devices and Techniques for PVL Closure 		
		  Clifford Kavinsky
     3:09-3:21	 Adapting Advances in SHD to ACHD Patients 	
	 	 – Benefits and Limitations – Eric Horlick 
     3:22-3:34	 Transcatheter AVV Repair in ACHD – Who 		
		  is a Candidate and Why? – Matt Gillespie 
     3:35-3:47	 Transcatheter AVV Replacement: RCA 	
		  Location, the Neo-LVOT, and Other 
		  Considerations – Hussam Suradi  
     3:48-4:00	 Haemodynamic Monitoring in ACHD
		  Mansour AlJufan
     4:01-4:13	 Lifetime Management of CHD – Is the 
		  Next Intervention for the Patient Just as 
		  Important as the Current? – Jamil Aboulhosn
		  Evolving Cyanosis – Henri Justino
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Daily Program
4:00-4:30pm	 Coffee Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom Level 2
	
		  ACHD Session Continued
     4:30-4:42 	 Structural Interventions in ACHD Patients 
		  – Is Combined Scrubbing the Model Going 
		  Forward? – Gareth Morgan 
     4:43-4:55 	 Intra-Procedural 3D Imaging During 		
		  Complex Intervention: What is the Best 
		  Model? – Craig Fleishman 	
     4:56-5:08 	 The Role of the ACHD Medical Team to 
		  Cath Lab Success – Joel Hardin 
     5:09-5:21 	 Interventions in ACHD Patients – Are We 
		  Making the Surgeon’s Job Harder?
		  Jonathan McGuinness 
     5:22-5:34 	 Success in ACHD Intervention: Training 	
		  Congenital Interventionalists and 
		  Collaborators – Zack Steinberg 
     5:50-6:00 	 Discussion

2:30-4:20pm	 Great Debates – Left Heart Lesions
		  Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom A/B – Level 4
		  Neonatal Coarcatation is Best Treated 
		  Surgically – Moderators: Bryan Goldstein & 
		  Jacqueline Kreutzer   
     2:30-2:40 	 Pro: Jonathan McGuinness 
     2:41-2:51 	 Con: Evan Zahn
     2:52-2:57 	 Discussion 
		  The Hybrid Procedure Should be the 
		  Primary Approach for the Borderline LV
     2:58-3:08 	 Pro: Mark Galantowicz 
     3:09-3:19 	 Con: David Nykanen 
     3:20-3:25 	 Discussion
		  Surgery is the Best Lifetime Option for the 
		  Adolescent with Native Aortic Valve Stenosis 
     3:26-3:36 	 Pro: David Winlaw
     3:37-3:47 	 Con: Shakeel Qureshi 
     3:48-3:53 	 Discussion
		  Transverse Arch Stenting is a Viable 
		  Alternative to Surgery for Long Term BP 
		  Control in Patients with Residual TA 		
		  Hypoplasia 
     3:54-4:04 	 Pro: Gregor Krings 
     4:05-4:15 	 Con: Zahid Amin
     4:15-4:20 	 Discussion

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Daily Program
2:30-4:15pm	 What Is In Our Future? – Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom C – Level 4
		  Moderators: Jenny Zablah & Lee Benson 
		
		  Extended Reality is of Limited Value 
		  Without Advanced Modeling Techniques
     2:30-2:40	 Pro: Alan Nugent  
     2:41-2:51	 Con: Arash Salavitabar 
		
		  Most Exciting Thing I am Working On
     2:52-3:02	 Aimee Armstrong
     3:03-3:13	 Dan Levi
     3:14-3:24	 Elchanan Bruckheimer 
     3:25-3:35	 Henri Justino
     3:35-3:40	 Discussion
		
		  Ultrasound Guided Interventions are More 
		  Likely to Shape the Future than MRI 
		  Guided Interventions 
     3:41-3:51	 Pro: Craig Fleishman
     3:52-4:02	 Con: Suren Reddy 

     4:03-4:15	 How Does Artificial Intelligence Relate to 
		  CHD Interventions in the Future 
		  Laith Alshawabkeh

4:00-4:30pm	 Coffee Available
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

4:30-6:00pm	 Lymphatic Session – Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom A/B – Level 4
		  Moderators: Yoav Dori, Petru Liuba, 
		  Mudit Gupta
     4:30-4:40 	 Innovative Imaging Modalities in 		
		  Lymphatic Assessment – Surren Reddy
     4:41-4:51	 Recent Advances in Interventional 
		  Techniques – Sanjay Sinha
     4:52-5:02 	 Complex Plastic Bronchitis/Chylothorax/	
		  Chylopericardium (PB) Case
		  Christoph Baur
     5:03-5:13 	 Strategies for Protein-Losing 		
		  Enteropathy (PLE) – Chris Smith
     5:14-5:24 	 Multicompartmental Lymphatic Disorders
		  Greg Adamson
     5:25-5:35 	 Therapeutic Decision – Making in 	
		  Multi-Compartmental Cases with TDD
		  Jack Rome
     5:36-5:46 	 New Therapies for Multicompartment 	
		  Treatment: TD Externalization
		  Gur Manzier (recorded)
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     5:47-5:57 	 Knowing When to Intervene (and When 
		  Not to) – Adam Kolesnik
4:30-6:00pm	 Latin Session – Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom C – Level 4
  		  Moderators: Carlos Pedra & Alejandro Peirone
     4:30-4:42	 Dilating ePTFE Conduits in Various Locations
		  Feasibility, Technique and Results
		  Jackie Kreutzer (USA)
     4:47-4:59	 New Imaging Technologies for Transcatheter
		  Interventions. Reality or Science Fiction?    
		  Jenny Zablah (USA)
     5:04-5:16	 MyVal Implantation in Large Modified 
		  RVOTs. Are We Pushing the Envelope?   
		  Raul Rossi (Brasil)
     5:21-5:33	 Leave the Bullet Alone After a Gun Shot…
		  Jose Luis Zunzunegui (Spain)
     5:38-5:50	 The Bridge Between Art and Medicine 
		  How Far Apart are They?
		  Marco Papa (recorded)
		
6:00pm		 PICS Achievement Award
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		  Ziyad M. Hijazi

7:00am-6:00pm	 Registration Open
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00-8:30am	 Breakfast Available – Exhibit Hall 
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

7:00am-6:00pm	 Poster Abstracts
		  Grand Horizon Foyer – Level 4
7:00-7:45am	 Moderated Poster Abstract Presentations
		  Exhibit Hall – Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2
		  Moderators
		  Group 1: Jonathan Rome & Phil Roberts 
		  Group 2: Worakan Promphan & Ralf Holzer
		  Group 3: Brent Gordon & Tom Fagan 

7:45-8:00am	 Update on the PICS Society – Norm Linsky 
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4

8:00-10:00am 	 1st Live Case Session
		  Moderators: Damien Kenny & 
		  Jacqueline Kreutzer

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
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Daily Program
		  Panelists: Hideshi Tomita, Mazeni Alwi, 
		  Regina Bokenkamp, Mark Galantwicz, 
		  Levent Saltik
		  - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
		  Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
		  - Nationwide Children’s Hospital
		  Columbus, Ohio, USA
		  - Texas Children’s Hospital – Houston, Texas, USA

10:00-10:30am	 Coffee Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

10:30am-12:30pm	2nd Live Case Session
		  Moderators: Carlos Pedra & John Cheatham
		  Panelists: Teiji Akagi, Mansour Aljufan, 
		  Ahmet Celebi, Sophi Guiti Milani, 
		  Mark Galantowicz
		  - Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
		  Cincinnati, Ohio, USA
		  - Nationwide Children’s Hospital
		  Columbus, Ohio, USA
		  - Texas Children’s Hospital – Houston, Texas, USA

12:30-1:30pm	 Lunch Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

12:45-1:45pm	 CCISC Meeting  
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom C – Level 4	
		  Moderator: Tom Forbes

1:00-2:00pm	 Industry Symposium – Medtronic
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Grab your lunch and join the symposium
		  TPVR in Focus: Historical Perspectives, 
		  Data Snapshots, and Harmony TPV 
		  Strategies for Complex Anatomies
		  Moderators: Jeff Zampi
		  Faculty: John Cheatham, Vivian Dimas, 
		  Bryan Goldstein, Allen Ligon
     1:00-1:05	 Welcome & Introductions – Jeff Zampi
     1:05-1:15	 25 Years of TPVR:  How We Got to Where 
		  We Are – John Cheatham
     1:15-1:25	 Digging into the Data:  Snapshots of 
		  Recent Data Sets – Bryan Goldstein	
     1:25-1:30	 Review of Updated Patient Anatomical 
		  Analysis – Jeff Zampi
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Daily Program

     1:30-2:00	 Case Presentations – Allen Ligon
		  Anatomical Characteristics and Valve 
		  Selection: Why Harmony TPV?
		  Vivian Dimas 

2:30-3:50pm	 50 Years of ASD Closure – General Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4
		  Moderators: Terry King & Ziyad M. Hijazi
     2:30-2:42 	 The Start and How It All Came About
		  Terry King
     2:43-2:55	 Do We Need to Rethink Our Strategy 
		  with Evolving Left Heart Interventions?
		  Joshua Murphy 
     2:56-3:08  	 Reducing Our Footprint – Bioresorbables 
		  vs Suture Mediated Solutions – Horst Sievert
     3:09-3:21	 LAA Closure and ASD’s – Close Together? 
		  Saibal Kar 
     3:22-3:34 	 Sinus Venosus ASD Closure – What Have 	 
		  We Learned in the Last 10 Years?
		  Jamil Aboulhosn
     3:35-3:47  	 The Future of SVASD Closure – Where 
		  Will the Next 10 Years Take Us?
		  K. Sivakumar 

2:30-3:50pm	 None of Us is Smarter Than All of Us 
		  Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom A/B – Level 4
		  Moderators: Tom Forbes & Jeff Zampi 
     2:30-2:42	 Building Collaboration – How Can We 	
		  Overcome Separate Realities?
		  David Nykanen 
     2:43-2:55 	 Preemie PDA Program – The Neonatal 
		  Experience – Nicolas Porta
     2:56-3:08 	 Hybrid Surgical Programs – The Surgeon’s 
		  Perspective – Mark Galantowicz 
     3:09-3:21	 Structural Collaborations – The Structural 	
		  Cardiologist’s Perspective – Mark Osten 
     3:22-3:34  	 Lymphatic Programs – The Radiologist’s 
		  Perspective – Jebb Baker
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Daily Program
     3:35-3:47  	 Decision Making in Interventional 
		  Cardiology – Do We Really Know 
		  Ourselves? – David Nykanen 

2:15-3:45pm	 Neonatal Interventions – Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom C – Level 4
		  Moderators: Phil Moore & Jenny Zablah 	
     2:15-2:27 	 Are Risk Scores for Neonatal Interventions
		  Outdated? – Ralf Holzer 
     2:28-2:40 	 Atrial Septal Perforation – What is the 
		  Optimal Approach? – Alejandro Torres 
     2:41-2:53 	 RVOT Stenting vs PDA Stenting in 	
		  Symptomatic Tetralogy – What is the Most 
		  Important Variable for Successful 
		  Outcomes? – Bryan Goldstein
     2:54-3:08 	 PDA Stenting – Are Outcomes Over the Last 
		  Five Years Improving? – Joaquim Miro
     3:09-3:21 	 RVOT Perforation – Do We Need RF 
		  Anymore? – Do Tin 
     3:22-3:34 	 Should Initial Interventional Palliation be 
		  Used to Avoid Neonatal Palliation and 
		  Protect the Neonatal Brain? – Gil Wernovsky
     3:35-3:45 	 Q&A

3:45-4:15pm	 Coffee Available – Exhibit Hall
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

4:00-5:30pm	 TPVR Session – 25 Years of tPVR General Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom – Level 4
		  Moderators: Evan Zahn & Vivian Dimas 
     4:00-4:12 	 12-yo TOF Transannular Patch Needing 
		  PVR: Surgery or TPVR and Why?
		  Jose Zunzunegi 
     4:13-4:25 	 “Fork in the Road”: How to Choose Your 
		  Self-Expanding Platform
		  Elchanan Bruckheimer 
     4:26-4:38 	 Endocarditis: How to Prevent and Options
		  for Treatment (Transcatheter and Surgical)
		  Marc Gewillig 
     4:39-4:51 	 Red Flags for EP Specialists Prior to 
		  Planned RVOT Reducer – Robert Pass
     4:52-5:04 	 HALT/HAM and its Relevance to TPVR 		
		  Gianfranco Butera 
     5:05-5:17 	 Lifetime Management of the Pulmonary 
		  Valve – How to Set Yourself Up for the 
		  Next Intervention – Doff McElhinney  
     5:20-5:30 	 Q&A



37CongenitalCardiologyToday.com36 PICS Symposium 2025

PICS Anniversary  
Celebration Dinner

UNTITLED - Supper Club
Throw back to the Roaring 20’s with 
authentic prohibition era ambiance

Celebrate 25 years of PICS with us!!

Daily Program
4:00-5:30pm	 Bedside Interventions – Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom A/B – Level 4
		  Moderators:  Brian Quinn & Nathan Taggart 
     4:00-4:12	 Bedside Prem PDA Closure – US Experience
		  Shyam Sathanandam
     4:13-4:25	 Bedside Prem PDA Closure – OUS Experience
		  Peter Ewert
     4:26-4:38	 Is Bedside Septostomy Still Possible with 		
		  Restriction on Balloon Availability?
		  Phil Roberts 
     4:39-4:51 	 Bedside Balloon Aortic Valvuloplsty for 
		  Critical AS – Howard Weber 
     4:52-5:04 	 Echo Guided ASD Closure – Masood Sadiq
     5:05-5:17 	 The Pan Procedure – Yongquan Xie 
     5:20-5:30 	 Q&A		

3:45-5:30pm	 Nursing and Associated Professionals 
		  Breakout Session
		  Grand Horizon Ballroom C – Level 4
		  Moderators: Sharon Cheatham & Emily Kish 
     3:45-3:57  	 Complications in the Cath Lab: All Hands 		
		  on Deck – Caroline Dodd-Turner
     3:58-4:10  	 The APP In and Out of the Cardiac 
		  Catheterization Lab – Terry Alford
     4:11-4:23  	 Ductal Stenting for Pulmonary Blood Flow
		  Versus Systemic Output – Howaida El-Said 
     4:24-4:36  	 The Role of the Cath Lab Educator: 
		  Wearing Many Hats – Luke Tucker
     4:37-4:49  	 Staff Engagement: Important 
		  Responsibilities for Cath Lab Staff 
		  Outside of Direct Patient Care
		  Teresa Mortellaro
     4:50-5:02  	 Design and Utilization of a Dedicated 
		  Pre-Op and Recovery Space for Cath Lab 
		  Patients – Karen Iacono
     5:03-5:15  	 Complete Transcatheter Stage I Palliation 
		  for HLHS….Is it an Option? – Patrick Sullivan
     5:15-5:30  	 Moderated Discussion: Generating & 
		  Maintaining a Healthy Cath Lab Culture
		  Emily Kish & Sharon Cheatham
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Daily Program
5:45-7:00pm 	 Shark Tank – The Return – General Session
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Moderators: Mark Galantowicz, Jenny Zablah,
		  Darren Berman, Damien Kenny
	 Join us as top finalists present bold, early-stage 
solutions to urgent unmet needs in pediatric heart care. These 
visionary teams are competing for up to $50,000 in non-dilutive 
funding, expert mentorship, and the chance to transform care 
for children with heart disease.
	 This  compet i t ion i s  made poss ib le through 
the generous support of CobiCure and EverPulse, two 
organizations dedicated to advancing pediatric device 
innovation and accelerating breakthroughs in congenital heart 
care.
     5:45-5:50	 Welcome
     5:50-6:00 	 Dynamic Vascular Grafts Powered by 
		  Mechanical Intelligence – Andreas Escher, PhD
     6:00-6:10	 CurrentView: A New Pulse on Perfusion 
		  Assessment – Omid Rajabi Shishvan, PhD
     6:10-6:20	 Extremely Low Profile Regenerative 
		  Medicine-Based Transcatheter Heart 
		  Valve For Fetal to Early Childhood Use
		  Corin Williams, PhD
     6:20-6:30	 Intellistent®: Minimally Invasive Adjustment
		  of Pulmonary Blood Flow – Elena Amin, MD
     6:30-6:40	 Auxetic Fontan Conduit: A Lifelong 
		  Solution for Children with Single Ventricles
		  Friso Rijnberg, MD, PhD
     6:45-6:55	 TBA – Brian Bailey
     6:55-7:00	 Winner Announcement
		  Emma Moran & Katie Bales

7:00am-1:00pm	 Registration Open
		  Great Lakes Foyer – Level 2

7:00-8:00am	 Industry Symposium – Venus Medtech
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Grab your breakfast and join the symposium!
		  P-Valve in Focus: 10 Years of Real-World 
		  Evidence – Moderators: Ziyad M. Hijazi & 
		  Sir Shakeel Qureshi
     7:00-7:12	 Designed to Fit: VenusP Characteristics, 	
		  Patient Selection Criteria & Visit the 	
		  Guidelines – Gareth Morgan
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     7:12-7:24	 Venus P Implantation: Step-by-Step 		
		  Technique and Essential Equipment for 	
		  Straightforward Cases – Worakan Promphan
     7:24-7:36	 One Valve Fits Different Anatomies:  
		  Venus P-Valve in Complex RVOTs
		  Ziyad M. Hijazi
     7:36-7:48	 Engineered to Last: Immediate and 
		  Long-term Outcome of Venus P-Valve
		  Sir Shakeel Qureshi
     7:48-8:00	 Room to Grow: How Large Housing 
		  Drives Longevity and Long-Term Care 
		  Post VenusP-Valve – Sebastian Goreczny

6:45-8:30am	 Breakfast Available – Exhibit Hall 
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

8:15-8:30am	 PICS Society Annual Business Meeting
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	

8:30-9:30am	 Live Case
		  Grand Horizon Main Ballroom – Level 4	
		  Moderators: Alejandro Peirone & Ziyad M. Hijazi 
		  Panelists: Kiran Mallula, Michel Ilbawi, 
		  Pramod Sagar
		  Live Case: Mayo Clinic – Rochester, Minnesota

9:30-10:00am	 Coffee Available
		  Great Lakes Ballroom – Level 2

10:00-11:30am	 Taped Cases 
		  Moderators: Ziyad M. Hijazi & Ralf Holzer
		  Panelists: Alex Javois, Tacy Downing, 
		  Amjad Mahmood, Jim Thompson, Gejun Zhang 
     10:00-10:20	 Taped Case: Autus Valve – Guru Hiremath 
     10:21-10:41	 Taped Case: Seattle Procedure
		  Zachary Steinberg
     10:42-11:02	 Taped Case: AFR – Gareth Morgan
     11:03-11:23	 Taped Case: Congenital Posto-Systemic 
		  Shunt – Frank Ing

11:00am	 Exhibit Hall Closes
11:30am-1:00pm	 My Nightmare Case in the Cath Lab
		  Moderators: Shakeel Qureshi & Matt Gillespie 
1:00pm		  Closing Remarks
		  Ziyad M. Hijazi & Damien Kenny
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Daily Program

Daily Program as of 08.10.25
Additional updates available in the Meeting App
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