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Others members of  the multidisciplinary  team are: Timothy  Nel-
son, MD, PhD; Ruben Crespo-Diaz; Carmen Perez-Terzic, MD, 
PhD; Xiao-Ke Liu, MD, PhD; and Atta Behfar, MD, PhD, of  Mayo 
Clinic;  Takashi Miki,  MD, Chiba University, Japan;  and Susumu 
Seino, MD, Kobe University, Japan.

The research was supported by  the National Institutes of  Health, 
the American Heart Association, the Marriott Foundation, the 
Ted Nash Long Life Foundation, the Ralph Wilson Medical Re-
search Foundation, and the Japanese Ministry  of  Education, 
Science, Sports, Culture and Technology.

Emotional Intelligence Training Might Help Doctors 
Relate to Patients

Training in emotional intelligence could help medical residents 
and fellows become more sensitive toward their patients, ac-
cording to a commentary  in the September 10, 2008 issue of  the 
Journal of the American Medical Association.

Patients are less likely  to complain and more likely  to have posi-
tive health results if  their physician communicates well with 
them. For these and other reasons,  medical schools include 
interpersonal and communication skills in their training pro-
grams. The JAMA article argues that  medical education needs 
to delve even deeper to help doctors relate better.

The four components of  emotional intelligence — the abilities to 
(1) perceive, (2) use, (3) understand and (4) manage emotions — 
are building blocks for interpersonal and communication skills. 
The challenge in medical education is to understand the psychol-
ogy  behind these skills, and build programs to develop them, ac-
cording to commentary  authors Daisy  Grewal, PhD, and Heather 
Davidson,  PhD, of  the Department of  Medical Education at Stan-
ford University Medical Center.

The goal is  to learn “how we can improve assessment tools to 
better understand how to train better doctors,” Davidson said.

Currently, many  graduate medical education programs use self-
assessments,  which tend to rely  on students’ perceptions of  their 
own personalities. The beauty  of  ability  measurement for emo-
tional intelligence evaluation, according to the authors, is that it 
could separate out personality  traits from these core abilities, giv-
ing trainees a more objective assessment of their skills.

The JAMA authors suggest that future studies could link emo-
tional intelligence measurements with performance evaluations. 
Graduate students who score low in one or a combination of  abili-
ties, might benefit from targeted training in their weaker abilities.

Grewal and Davidson note that not all educators agree on the 
value of  emotional intelligence. Few studies have tested the 
benefits of  training programs, and none has done so within medi-
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Update on Pediatric and Congenital Cardiovascular Disease
Strategies to Improve Care Through a Multidisciplinary Approach

February. 4-8, 2009                         Atlantis - Paradise Island

Director of Echocardiography

The Division of Pediatric Cardiology, Children's 
Specialty Group, PLLC at Children’s Hospital of 
The King’s Daughters (CHKD), Norfolk, Virginia, 
is seeking a sixth full-time BE/BC pediatric cardi-
ologist to direct the echocardiography laboratory 

of a busy inpatient and outpatient practice. Chil-
dren’s Specialty Group, PLLC, is a unique, 
physician-owned, multispecialty group practice 
offering an opportunity for equity ownership in the 
corporation after 3 years. All members of  CSG 

hold faculty positions at the Eastern Virginia 
Medical School in the Department of Pediatrics. 
CSG is affiliated with Children’s Hospital of  The 
King’s Daughters, a free-standing, 212-bed chil-
dren’s hospital located in Norfolk, Virginia.  This 

picturesque area has been rated as one of the top 
places to live in the country and offers great 
beaches, restaurants and cultural activities. Sal-
ary and benefits are highly competitive.  

Interested individuals should send a CV and 

contact:

   
Michael S. Vance, M.D.

Director, Division of Cardiology

601 Children’s Lane
 Norfolk, VA 23507

Phone: (757) 668-7589   Fax: (757) 668-8225
Email:  vancems@chkd .o rg 

http://www.CongenitalCardiologyToday.com
mailto:vancems@chkd.org
http://www.chop.edu/cardiology2009
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cal education.  Some research shows that emotion skills training 
in medical schools has improved empathy  and “soft” skills, sug-
gesting that  the right kind of  training might help those students 
who are not natural-born communicators to learn and develop 
their abilities — assuming they  can accurately  read and manage 
their own emotions and those of others.

“Hopefully, such training will improve the caring environment in 
medicine,” Davidson said.

Internet-Based Learning for Health Professions
Associated with Positive Effect

A study  led by  a team of  education researchers from Mayo Clinic 
and published in the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(JAMA) concludes that Internet-based education generally  is ef-
fective.

Lead author David Cook,  MD, an Associate Professor of  Medicine 
who practices general internal medicine at Mayo Clinic,  worked 
with researchers from Mayo and McMaster University  in Hamilton, 
Ontario.  They  reviewed more than 200 studies about Internet-
based instruction.  The researchers concluded that Internet-based 
instruction is associated with largely  positive effects compared 
with no intervention. The research also showed that Internet-
based instruction compared favorably to traditional methods.

"Our findings suggest  that Internet-based instruction is an effec-
tive way  to teach health care professionals," says Dr. Cook. "We 
now can confirm that, across a wide variety  of  learners, learning 
contexts,  clinical topics, and learning outcomes, Internet-based 
instruction appears to be as effective as similar to traditional 
methods."

Dr. Cook also notes that Internet-based instruction has unique 
advantages, including flexible scheduling,  adaptability  of  instruc-
tion, and readily  available content that is easily  updated. "As 
health care workers balance challenging practice demands, the 
ever-expanding volume of  medical knowledge requires us to find 
more effective, efficient ways to learn," says Dr. Cook. "Internet-
based instruction will be an important part of the solution."

He also notes that  this research likely  applies to training outside 
of  health care, citing studies in the engineering, computer sci-
ence, and teaching fields that have shown similar results.

"There is more research to be done as we try  to find out how to 
make Internet-based instruction most appropriate," says Dr. Cook. 
"We are currently  conducting research looking at this issue. We 
also are reviewing other studies to see how to optimize Internet-
based instruction."

Other researchers were Denise Dupras, MD, PhD, Patricia Erwin, 
and Victor Montori, MD, all of  Mayo Clinic;  and Anthony  Levinson, 
MD, and Sarah Garside, MD, PhD, from McMaster University. 
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6th SPR SYMPOSIUM 
ON PEDIATRIC CARDIOVASCULAR MR

Dec. 10-14, 2008; Toronto, Canada

www.pedrad.org or contact Ms. Vicki Corris 
(vicki.corris@sickkids.ca)

CHICAGO - Rush University 

Medical Center

Electrophysiologist

The Department of Pediatrics, the Electrophysiol-
ogy, Arrhythmia, and Pacemaker Service, and the 
Center for Congenital and Structural  Heart Disease 
at Rush University Medical  Center, located in down-
town Chicago, seek an electrophysiologist.

We are in quest of a cardiologist with fellowship 
training in pediatric and congenital/structural  elec-
trophysiology. The candidate should have expertise 
in invasive and non-invasive electrophysiology and 
skills and expertise in diagnosis and management 
of complex arrhythmias. Willingness to perform rou-
tine adult EP procedures is highly desirable.  Con-
joint appointment in the Department of Internal 
Medicine will be considered based on the candi-
date’s qualification and level of interest.   

This recruitment is part of a key strategic growth 
initiative in a multidisciplinary advanced congenital/
structural    cardiology program with state of the art 
mechanical support and clinical trials.  Experience 
in clinical research is desirable. Candidates should 
be eligible for faculty appointment at the Assistant 
Professor or Associate Professor level. Rush is 
home to one of the first medical colleges in the 
Midwest and one of the nation’s top-ranked nursing 
colleges, as well as graduate programs in allied 
health, health systems management and biomedical 
research. Rush is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Please contact:

Courtney Kammer

Director, Faculty Recruitment

Rush University Medical Center

312-942-7376

Cour tney_Kammer@rush.edu

mailto:Courtney_Kammer@rush.edu
http://www.CongenitalCardiologyToday.com
http://www.pedrad.org
mailto:vicki.corris@sickkids.ca
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Last Minute Appeal From the               
International Children's Heart           
Foundation (ICHF)

SANTIAGO-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
The ICHF is in need of more PICU nurses 
for their trip to Santiago, Dominican Repub-
lic (DR) from Oct. 26-Nov. 8, 2008. The 
hospital is the Hospital De Ninos Dr. Arturo 
Gruillon - in Santiago Dominican Republic - 
The ICHF has been assisting this unit since 
January  2006, and currently  makes 4 trips/
year there.  The surgeons on this trip are 
Drs. Tom Karl and Joanne Starr, who will 
each do a week. The total trip duration is 
two weeks, and preference is for volunteers 
who can do both weeks, although they  will 
look at people who cannot make the full 
two weeks, in case they  are unable to re-
cruit for the full period. Useful, but not  es-
sential is  any  level of  Spanish speaking 
ability, and prior visits to DR or any  ICHF 
site - please specify if any of these apply.

BEIJING-CHINA
The ICHF is in need of  another pediatric 
cardiac intensivist for their trip to Beijing 
Children's Hospital from Oct. 19 - Nov. 1, 
2008. The ICHF has been assisting Beijing 
Children's Hospital for 4 years now, and the 
unit now does over 400 cases a year inde-
pendently.  The surgeon on this  trip will be 
Dr. Novick.  The total trip duration is two 
weeks, and their preference is for volun-
teers who can do both weeks, although 
they  will look at people who cannot make 
the full two weeks, in case they  are unable 
to recruit for the full period. You will be one 
of  two intensivists.  Useful, but not essential 
is any  level of  Chinese speaking ability, and 
prior visits to China or any  ICHF site - 
please specify if any of these apply. 

The International Children's Heart Founda-
tion (ICHF) is a non-profit  501(c)3 charitable 
organization based in Memphis, TN USA.  
For more information, contact:  
Frank Molloy, RN, MSc
ICU Clinical Educator and Coordinator
International Children's Heart Foundation
1750 Madison #500
Memphis, TN 38104 USA
(901) 869-4243
frankmolloy@babyheart.org
http://www.babyheart.org

 

The Department of Pediatrics at 
Louisiana State University Health 
Sciences Center in conjunction 
with Children’s Hospital, New    
Orleans, LA, is seeking a BE/BC 
interventional pediatric  cardiologist 
to join the faculty of a busy aca-
demic  clinical and surgical heart 
program.  This will be an open rank 
position, (Assistant – Full Profes-
sor, Clinical), with rank determined 
by the candidates’ credentials and 
experience. Currently, approxi-
mately 300 cardiac catheterizations 
and 400 cardiothoracic surgeries 
are performed in infants, children 
a n d y o u n g a d u l t s e a c h 
year.  Opportunities are available 
for both clinical and basic research.        

Interested applicants should          
submit c.v. and 3 letters of                

recommendation to:  

Robert J. Ascuitto, Ph.D., M.D.
Professor, Department of Pediatrics 

LSU Health Sciences Center, 
New Orleans

Children’s Hospital 
200 Henry Clay Ave. 

New Orleans, LA  70118  
FAX: (504) 896-3952   

E-Mail:  nrossa@lsuhsc.edu

LSUHSC is an AA/EOE
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PEDIATRIC CARDIOLOGY
Loyola University Health System

The Division of Pediatric Cardiology at 
Loyola University Chicago (LUC) Stritch 
School of Medicine’s Department of 
Pediatrics is seeking three pediatric 
cardiologists to join their growing prac-
tice. The positions require excellent 
clinical skills in general pediatric cardi-
ology. Subspecialty interest or training is 
desired but not required.  The ideal 
candidates should be board-certified in 
pediatric cardiology with expertise in 
general Echocardiography, Fetal Echo, 
TEE etc., as well as other noninvasive 
procedures. Faculty will also have im-
portant roles in pediatric student and 
resident education and have the oppor-
tunity to conduct research.      

Loyola’s Ronald McDonald Children’s 
Hospital, located in Loyola University 
Hospital, is a “hospital-within-a-
hospital” and is comprised of 36 gen-
eral inpatient, 20 newborn nursery, 14 
pediatric intensive care, and 50 neona-
tal intensive care beds. The hospital is 
staffed by a full complement of pediat-
ric subspecialty services and a   46-
member residency program.

Please send CV’s to: Dr. Marc 
Levine, Division Director, Pediatric 
Cardiology, c/o Holly Nandan,       
Director of Physician Recruitment, 
Loyola University Physician Foun-
dation, Two Westbrook Corporate 
Center #600, Westchester, IL 60154; 
hnandan@lumc.edu.

The Loyola University Care Health System is 
an affirmative action/equal opportunity educa-
tor and employer. The University undertakes 
affirmative action to assure equal employment 
opportunity for underrepresented minorities, 
women, and person with disabilities.

mailto:frankmolloy@babyheart.org
http://www.babyheart.org
http://www.CongenitalCardiologyToday.com
mailto:nrossa@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:hnandan@lumc.edu
http://www.picsymposium.com
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Pediatric Cardiologists 

The Children’s Heart Institute is recruit-
ing Two Full-time Pediatric cardiologists 
to our Northern Virginia Facility and 
One Full-time pediatric cardiologist to 
our facility in Maryland.

The successful candidate must be 
board certified in pediatrics and BE/BC 
in Pediatric cardiology, and must have 
an outstanding personal, clinical, fetal 
and trans thoracic skills echocardiogra-
phy skills.  

Northern Virginia and Southern       
Maryland  are a diverse cosmopolitan 
area with rich cultural and family ori-
ented activities. The public school sys-
tem is among the best in the nation. 
The Appalachian Blue Ridge Mountains 
and beautiful Virginia and Maryland 
beaches are within a reasonable driving 
range. National museums and attrac-
tions in our nation’s capital provide limit-
less fun and educational activities. The 
area is also home to several nationally 
recognized medical schools and cen-
ters of excellence.

CONTACT:

Please E-mail Resume to:
Dr. Hasan Abdallah at: 
abdallah@childrensheartinstitute.org 
or contact Dr. Abdallah by calling:
703-369 9090. 

Please send  three letters of reference 
to: Hasan Abdallah MD, FAAP, FACC. 
P.O. Box 10066,
Mclean, VA 22102

Do you or your colleagues have
 interesting research results,

observations, human interest stories, 
reports of meetings, etc. that you would 

like to share with the congenital                
cardiology community?

 If so, submit a brief summary of your 
proposed article to Congenital Cardiology

Today at:   RichardK@CCT.bz 

UPCOMING MEDICAL 

MEETINGS & SYMPOSIA

Current Topics in Patent Ductus 
Arteriosus: Strategies for Improved       
Outcomes. A CME Accredited               
On-Demand Webcast
Online Webcast available                
through Feb. 2009
www.5starmeded.org/pda-outcomes

The Morphology of Congenital Heart 
Disease with Imaging and Surgical 
Correlation
Oct. 25, 2008; Boston, MA USA
www.massgeneral.org/children

Management of Congenital Heart       
Disease
Oct. 25, 2008; Washington, DC USA
www.childrensnational.org

First Phoenix Fetal Cardiology 
Symposium
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1, 2008; Phoenix, AZ USA
www.fetalcardio.com

16th Charleston Symposium on 
Congenital Heart Disease
Nov. 16-19, 2008; Charleston, SC USA
www.musckids.com/heart/

The Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care 
Society 7th International Conference
Dec. 2-6, 2008; Miami Beach, FL USA
www.pcics.com/annualsymposium

ICCA Frankfurt 2008 (International 
Course on Carotid Angioplasty)
Dec. 3-6, 2008; Frankfurt, Germany
www.iccaonline.org/

6th SPR (Society for Pediatric 
Radiology) Pediatric Cardiovascular 
MR Symposium
Dec. 10-12, 2008; Toronto, Canada
Vicki.Corris@sickkids.ca

The 4th Advanced Course in Pediatric 
Cardiovascular MR
Dec. 13-14, 2008; Toronto, Canada
Vicki.Corris@sickkids.ca

Cardiology 2009 - 12th Annual Update 
on Pediatric Cardiovascular Disease
Feb. 4-9, 2009; Paradise Island, Bahamas
www.chop.edu/cme/

Joint Meeting: The 7th International 
Workshop IPC and ISHAC Workshop
Mar. 22-25, 2009; San Denato, Italy
www.workshopipc.com

ACC 09 (American College of                
Cardiology) 58th Annual Scientific 
Sessions
Mar. 28-31 2009; Orlando, FL USA
www.ACC09.ACC.org

i2 Summit 2009
Mar. 28-31 2009; Orlando, FL USA
i2summit09.ACC.org
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